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Our Mission
The mission of Friends for Health
in Haiti, Inc. is to improve the
health status of the people of
Haiti through high-quality health
care provided in a caring, compassionate and respectful manner, as a means of demonstrating God’s love in this world and
as a reflection of our faith in
Jesus Christ.

Friends for Health in
Haiti is on the web!
 Regular updates on our blog.
 Photo gallery filled with
photos of clinic site, patients, and life in Haiti.
 Donate online!
FriendsForHealthInHaiti.org

Save the Date
The 6th Annual
Hope for Haiti
Banquet will be
April 5, 2014 in
Milwaukee, WI

WHY WATER? WHY NOW?
The cholera epidemic that began in Haiti in the fall of 2010 continues to be a
major problem in the rural areas of the country, where less than a third of the
population have access to sanitation facilities such as latrines. Rains at this time
of year cause runoff that contaminates
un-capped springs, which are a major
source of drinking water for the rural
population. As a result, the incidence
of cholera has increased again, bringing with it many preventable deaths.
Nearly every one of our clinic patients
has been affected by cholera, either
through personal experience of their
own, or that of a family member,
Community meeting to choose two promoters
neighbor or friend. It is a disease that
touches all people. As we shared in our Summer 2013 newsletter, we have begun a very exciting water and sanitation project in six communities around the
clinic site in Gatineau, in an effort to address the huge need for education regarding water, sanitation and basic hygiene, especially as it relates to the cholera epidemic.
The main objectives of the project are as follows:

1. Train two members from each of six communities as Community Promoters.
2. Have the Community Promoters undertake various educational activities in
their communities, schools and churches in order to convince the population of
the need for clean water, sanitation facilities and basic hygiene in order to promote health.

3. Once the educational activities have taken hold, assist the promoters in evalPrinted October, 2013

uating the communities regarding their readiness to undertake a development
project in their community related to water or sanitation.
continued on page 2

WATER, CONTINUED...
4. Assist the community with design, funding and implementation of this project with a view towards long-term
sustainability and community ownership of it.
5. Have the projects in these initial six communities serve
as pilot projects for similar efforts in other nearby communities that show potential for development.
This project is being funded by several Rotary Clubs in
Wisconsin and is in partnership with faculty and students
at the Johns Hopkins School of Nursing in Baltimore. In
early October two faculty members and eight nursing
JH students with their professors and Haitian translators
students came down to help us do a three-day training
for twelve Community Promoters, two from each of the six communities we are working with.
The first day of the training covered basic information such as the germ theory of disease, how
germs are transmitted and how hand-washing kills germs and prevents disease. The second day
was a practical session, where the promoters made
a water container called a “tippy-tap”, that allows
one to pour water for hand-washing without getting
the container dirty, learning to use soap on a rope,
make oral rehydration fluid for use in the treatment
of diarrhea and learn proper hand-washing technique.
The third day was a time for evaluation, review and
feedback as well as a post-training test to evaluate
whether essential concepts were grasped by the students. It was a very successful training session and
Students giving gifts to the promoters
one that was enjoyed by both teachers (themselves
students) and students (promoters). Each promoter was given two t-shirts with the clinic logo on
them, a notebook with visual teaching aids, a notebook for notes and recording of activities and a
brightly colored sack in which to carry everything.

HELP US SAVE ON POSTAGE COSTS!!
If you would like to help us save money and receive our newsletters via email, please let us know by
sending us an email at friendsforhealth@gmail.com and we’ll switch you to the email newsletter
mailing list! Thanks!
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CROSS-TRAINING
Have you ever been in an office where you were told that the person responsible for a certain task
isn’t available, so you’ll have to return another day to transact your business? It’s pretty frustrating, to
be sure. Well, in our clinic, we don’t want to have our services break down because a certain person
isn’t available to provide them. We want our employees to be crosstrained, to be able to fill in for another employee when needed. That’s
already the case in our little tin-roofed clinic, where Guy-Johns, who is
responsible for selling in the pharmacy, can take over for Adrien, who is
responsible for patient registration.
We recently took the concept of cross-training to a whole new level when
Miller, our dump truck driver, came into the dining room at home where
Cherlie and I were packing medications into small plastic bags. Cherlie left
the table to answer the phone and Miller looked down at the table, assessed the situation and asked if he could help. I said, “Sure, have a seat,”
and showed him how to put the labels on the bags, fill the bags with the
correct number of pills and put them all in a plastic bag. He kept at it for
over an hour, pleased as punch with his newly acquired skills.

Miller, our dump-truck-driverturned-pharmacy-technician

TENNIS SHOES FOR THE ROAD
We periodically are given gifts of clothing and shoes to distribute to our
patients and other Haitians who are in need of them. Some of the items
are new, such as the newborn caps, infant quilts and pillowcase dresses
that are made by various groups of church women. Some of the items
are used, such as clothing and tennis shoes that are sent down here in
drums with other supplies, or brought by visitors who come work with us.
Dr. Beth Sloand, a faculty member at Johns Hopkins School of Nursing, has
been bringing running shoes to Haiti for years, donated by a running club
in Baltimore. We recently distributed some of the tennis shoes to the workmen at our construction site and to our patients.

One of our patients holding
a pair of tennis shoes that
are just his size!

We’d like to thank Beth’s running club and all the other people who contribute gifts of clothes and shoes that we can share with our patients,
workmen and neighbors. You are a blessing to us!

SAVE THE DATE!
An event to benefit Friends for Health in Haiti, the 6th annual Hope for Haiti banquet will be held on
Saturday, April 5, 2014 at The Wisconsin Club, Milwaukee, WI. Cocktail Reception & Silent Auction begin
at 6pm. Dinner program & Live Auction begin @ 7:30pm. Invitations will be mailed in early 2014.
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THE BOY WITH NO NAME
There is a middle-aged couple who live up the mountain above the clinic and both of them are regular patients of ours. They recently gave land to a group who are starting a new Protestant church
in the area and they told us about it on a recent visit to the clinic. They are both committed Christians and are eager to see more evangelization in Gatineau and surrounding communities. They
have several children, all of whom are grown and no longer living with them. We were very surprised, therefore, to see them last week with two small boys in their arms, coming to the clinic for
consultations. It turns out that the boys are their grandchildren, who they had never met until a few
weeks ago. Here is their story:
They had a young daughter who was very beautiful and mature for her age. When she was thirteen, she was going to a local primary school near Gatineau. The parents
noticed that the male school teacher was becoming more and more
friendly with their daughter and they were concerned that the relationship
might become intimate. So, they took her to Port-au-Prince to live with an
aunt and go to school there. Well, the teacher followed her to Port-auPrince, did, indeed, develop a sexual relationship with her and she had
two children by him. The relationship broke up and he brought the children out to Gatineau to live with him. She, meanwhile, stayed in Port-auPrince and began living with a tailor who was good to her, but very poor,
and she had two children with him. The parents had not seen the daughter for the past fifteen years, since she had distanced herself from the
whole family and never came back home. A few weeks ago, the parents
received word that their daughter had died from an asthma attack and
her husband was unable to pay for her funeral. So, they went to Port-auThe boy with no name holding
Prince, buried their daughter and came home with their two grandsons.
his new toy car
The grandmother sat at Cherlie’s desk in the clinic and said, “Miss Cherlie,
we don’t even know their names. As soon as our
daughter died, someone in the house stole her
purse and in it were the boys’ birth certificates.
So, please name them for us.”
The older one is three years old with sparse hair and
a sly grin. He held onto my hand tightly as we went
into the supply room to find him a toy car. “You
need to take good care of this car,” I told him,
“and don’t have any accidents with it. Next time
you come to the clinic, you can bring it with you,
okay?” He nodded his head affirmatively, as he
clutched the little car. The boy with no name has
a new home, new friends and a new toy. One of
these days he’ll have a name.
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THE CHANGING LANDSCAPE
Construction at our clinic site has continued to move forward at a rapid pace over the past
few months. We have now completed the septic tank, patient latrines and water reservoir:

Completed septic tank

Three-stall patient latrine and outdoor shower building.

At our board meeting in April 2013, the FHH
Board of Directors approved plans for construction of a residence quarters on the second floor of the pharmacy/laboratory/
radiology building that is sitting next to the
main clinic building up in Gatineau. This will
provide housing for long-term staff such as
myself and Cherlie, as well as providing a
place for visiting medical personnel to stay
when they come work with us. We are very
excited by this new development in our construction project, since it will enable us to provide patient consultations five days a week,
Reservoir to store 10,000 gallons of water on the the hill
above the clinic. The water will feed by gravity into the
instead of the three days we are presently
clinic buildings.
open. This will allow us to see more patients
and provide more services to those patients we see and care for. Construction on the second floor addition has been moving along very quickly, thanks to the wonderful design and
supervision provided to us by architect Thomas Lee from Belle Mead, NJ. Tom was recently
with us for two weeks and these are some photos from his visit.

Completed block walls and columns in the front of the

second floor residence quarters.

New columns on the bridge are being
framed by the carpenters.

Support wall for sidewalk that will be poured
between clinic and pharmacy building

Construction foremen Mackenson and Peterson
standing high at the top of the block wall.

Architect Tom Lee and his translator Kendy

